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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

February 11, 2013      Jeff Van Ness, (202) 204-7515 

         

ACAP RECOGNIZES TRICIA BERKE VINSON  

WITH 2013 LEADERSHIP IN ADVOCACY AWARD  

 

WASHINGTON – The Association for Community Affiliated Plans (ACAP) today honored Tricia Berke 

Vinson, Directing Attorney of the Health Consumer Center for the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo (Calif.) 

County, with the organization’s first Leadership in Advocacy Award. Ms. Vinson was recognized for her efforts 

to help low-income residents of San Mateo County overcome barriers to health care and for her staunch advocacy 

at the state and local level for policies that improve access to health care for vulnerable populations. The award 

was presented today at a Washington gathering of ACAP-member plan public policy staff. The award recognizes 

an individual whose work goes beyond the norm and makes a significant difference in the safety net environment.  

 

In addition to serving hundreds of San Mateo County residents in 2012 to help resolve issues related to eligibility, 

billing, Medicare savings programs and related issues, Ms. Vinson was recognized for her efforts to alleviate the 

the burden of Medi-Cal cost sharing. She created a monthly Share of Cost Clinic staffed by a team of pro bono 

volunteer attorneys from Facebook and Fenwick & West, a nearby law firm. These private attorneys work with 

Legal Aid attorneys to advise seniors and disabled adults about reducing or eliminating their Medi-Cal share of 

cost in order to access health services. These clinics have resulted in hundreds of beneficiaries gaining full access 

to Medicaid services.  

 

Ms. Vinson also worked closely with state and county agencies to help seniors and persons with disabilities to 

apply for Medicare Part A and Part B through the Medicare Savings Program, a program where states help 

qualified beneficiaries pay their Medicare premiums. Through her work, she identified a lapse in communication 

between the Social Security Administration and State Medicaid systems, which resulted in beneficiaries not 

getting the appropriate Medicare buy-in. She worked with the California Department of Health Care Services to 

issue a correction to county welfare directors which resulted in thousands of State residents qualifying for 

Medicare Part A benefits who would not otherwise have received them. 

 

“Tricia richly deserves ACAP’s first Leadership in Advocacy Award because she has so effectively marshaled the 

support of the community to help people on so many levels,” said ACAP CEO Margaret A. Murray. “Her clinics 

help vulnerable residents of San Mateo County one at a time, while at the same time she has brought about 

changes in the way state and Federal agencies talk to one another so that thousands can get the benefits they 

deserve. Her leadership is a shining example for others to follow.” 

 

Ms. Vinson was nominated for the award by Health Plan of San Mateo, an ACAP-member plan. She is the current 

chair of the organization’s Consumer Advisory Committee. “Tricia has been a driving force in developing 

relationships as a way to advocate for the Medicaid beneficiaries we all serve,” said HPSM CEO Maya Altman. 

“Health plans and advocacy organizations are sometimes at odds, but we often find ourselves working together 

with Legal Aid, especially when it comes to eligibility and application processes. Tricia deserves a great deal of 

credit for fostering these partnerships to raise awareness, cut through red tape, and help low-income residents of 

San Mateo County access the benefits they deserve.” 

 

“I’m pleased that ACAP has recognized our work,” said Ms. Vinson. “There’s much more to be done. Our safety 

net has too many holes. Many—especially the old and the sick—fall through the patchwork of different coverage  
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eligibilities and requirements inherent in public health benefits. They could be our grandparents, our neighbors, 

our family. We owe it to each other to make sure the system works for all of us. I appreciate the efforts of our 

partners, especially Health Plan San Mateo, ACAP and its Safety Net Health Plans to do so.” 

 

Ms. Vinson is a graduate of Stanford Law School. After receiving her award, she will join public policy staff from 

ACAP-member plans for meetings with Members of Congress on Capitol Hill. “I look forward to continuing our 

conversation on ways to shore up the safety net with Federal policymakers,” added Ms. Vinson. 

 

For more information, visit ACAP’s Web site at http://www.communityplans.net. 

 

About ACAP 
ACAP represents 58 nonprofit Safety Net Health Plans in 24 states, which collectively serve nearly ten million 

people enrolled in Medicaid, Medicare, the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and other public health 

programs. For more information, visit www.communityplans.net. 

 

About HPSM 

The Health Plan of San Mateo (HPSM) is a local public health plan that provides health care benefits to 

San Mateo County’s historically underserved residents. Current membership is approximately 100,000. 

Members of HPSM receive benefits through Medi-Cal, CareAdvantage (HMO SNP), Healthy Families, Healthy 

Kids, HealthWorx, and the San Mateo County ACE/MCE Programs. HPSM is governed by the San Mateo Health 

Commission. Members of the Commission represent community advocates, physicians, pharmacists, hospitals, 

and elected officials who serve on the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors. At HPSM, we fight to make a 

difference in our community, to turn our vision of better health into a reality. Learn more on the Web at 

www.hpsm.org. 

 

About The Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County 

The Legal Aid Society is a private, non-profit law firm that provides free legal services to disadvantaged people in 

San Mateo County. Since its founding in 1959 Legal Aid has served over 175,000 clients throughout our 

community. To find out more about The Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County, visit their Web site at 

www.legalaidsmc.org. 
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